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        Overview of the Preschool Curriculum  Pre-school 

The Curriculum 
Introduction to Curriculum 

The curriculum is based on the Department for Education’s 
Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage, as published 

by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority.  This provides 
guidance for the children’s development across six areas: 
 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication, Language and Literacy  

 Mathematical Development 

 Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
 Physical Development 

 Creative Development 
 
Each of these six curricular areas aims to develop the children 
in a variety of ways.  On the following pages is a brief outline 
summarising the skills, concepts and knowledge contained in 
each area.  Also included are the Early Learning Goals for each 
area – these are the targets for children to reach by the end of 
Preschool. Through the use of these guidelines, careful 
planning and good practice, we aim to prepare the children for 
F1, and F2 of the National Curriculum. 
 
 

 



             Personal, Social and Emotional Development Preschool  

This area of learning 
incorporates attitudes, 
skills and understanding 
and is a pre-condition 
for children’s success in 
all other learning. 

Aspects of Personal, 
Social and Emotional 

Development 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development is made 
up of the following aspects: 
 
Dispositions and Attitudes – is about how children 
become interested, excited and motivated about their 
learning. 
Self-confidence and Self-esteem – is about children 
having a sense of their own value and understanding 
the need for sensitivity to significant events in their 
own and other people’s lives. 
Making Relationships - is about the importance of 
children forming good relationships with others and 
working alongside others companionably. 
Behaviour and Self-control – is about how children 
develop a growing understanding of what is right and 
wrong and why, together with learning about the 
impact of their words and actions on themselves and 
others. 
Self-care – is about how children gain a sense of 
self-respect and concern for their own personal 
hygiene and care and how they develop 
independence. 
Sense of Community – is about how children 
understand and respect their own needs, views, 
cultures and beliefs and those of other people.  

Early Learning Goals 
 

  Continue to be interested, excited and motivated to learn 

  Be confident to try activities, initiate ideas and speak in a               
 familiar group 
  Maintain attention, concentrate and sit quietly when 
 appropriate 
  Have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and         
 feelings and be sensitive to the needs, views and feelings of 
 others. 
  Have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs 
 and those of other people 
  Be responsive to significant experiences, showing a range of 
 feelings when appropriate 
  Form good relationships with peers and adults 

  Work as a part of a group or class, taking turns and sharing   
 fairly; understanding that there need to be agreed values and 
 codes of behaviour for groups of people, including adults and 
 children, to work harmoniously 
  Understand what is right, what is wrong and why 

  Dress and undress independently and manage their own 
 personal hygiene 
  Select and use activities and resources independently 
  Consider the consequences of their words and actions for 
 themselves and others 
  Understand that people have different needs, views, cultures 
 and beliefs which need to be treated with respect 
  Understand that they can expect others to treat their needs, 
 views, cultures and beliefs with respect  

 



              Language and Literacy Pre-school 

Aspects of Communication, 
Language and Literacy 

Communication, Language and Literacy is made up of the 
following aspects: 
Language for Communication – is about how children 
become communicators.  Learning to listen and speak 
emerges out of non-verbal communication, which includes 
facial expression, eye contact, and hand gesture.  These 
skills develop as children interact with others, listen to and 
use language, extend their vocabulary and experience 
stories, songs, poems and rhymes. 
Linking Sounds and Letters – introduction to  how children 
develop the ability to distinguish between sounds and 
become familiar with rhyme, rhythm and alliteration.  They 
are introduced to the sounds letters makes and begin to 
understand that each has a sound or sounds. . 
Reading – is about children understanding and enjoying 
stories, books, rhymes, and recognising that print carries 
meaning. 
Writing – is about how children build an understanding of 
the relationship between the spoken and written word and 
how through making marks, drawing and personal writing 
children ascribe meaning to text and attempt to write for 
various purposes. 
Handwriting – is about the ways in which children’s random 
marks, lines and drawings develop and form the basis of 
recognisable letters.  

Early Learning Goals 
By the end of the Preschool, most children will be able to: 

 Enjoy listening to and using spoken and written language, and readily turn to it in their 
 play and learning 
 Explore and experiment with sounds and words  

 Listen with enjoyment, and respond to stories, songs and other music, rhymes and poems 
  
 Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events 

 Sustain attentive listening, responding to what they have heard by relevant comments, 
 questions or actions 
 Interact with others 

 Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words 

 Sequence a short story or event with pictures 
 Speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control and show awareness of the 
 listener, for example by their use of conventions such as greetings, ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ 
 Know the alphabet, capital and small letters 

 Link sounds to letters, naming letters of the alphabet 

 Hear and say some initial sounds in words 

 Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom 
 Write their own names and some letters in the alphabet  

 Use pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 
 formed (at the very beginning stage of this ) 

 



            Mathematical Development Pre-school 

Aspects of Mathematical 
Development 

Mathematical Development is made up of the following 
aspects: 
Numbers and Labels and for Counting – is about how 
children gradually know and use numbers and counting in 
play, and eventually recognise and use numbers reliably, to 
develop mathematical ideas and to solve problems. 
Calculating – is about how children develop an awareness 
of the relationship between numbers and amounts and know 
that numbers can be combined to be ‘added together’ and 
can be separated by ‘taking away’ and that two or more 
amounts can be compared. 
Shape, Space and Measures – is about how through 
talking about shapes and quantities, and developing 
appropriate vocabulary, children use their knowledge to 
develop ideas and to solve mathematical problems.  

Early Learning Goals 
By the end of the Preschool , most children will be able to: 

 Say and use number names in order in familiar contexts 

 Count reliably up to ten everyday objects 

 Recognise numerals 1 – 10 
 Understand the connection between the number as a numeral and quantity of things 

 Focus on 1-6 connecting number to quantity and quantity to number 

 Start to see math all around them 

 Know basic shapes 

 Use language such as ‘more’ or ‘less’ to compare two numbers 

 Talk about, recognise and recreate simple patterns 
 Use language such as ‘circle’ or ‘bigger’ to describe the shape and size of solids and flat 

shapes 
 Use everyday words to describe position 

 Use developing mathematical ideas and methods to solve practical problems 

 Use language such as ‘greater’, ‘smaller’, ‘heavier’ or ‘lighter’ to compare quantities 

 If the children are ready, writing of numbers 1-5 



               Knowledge and Understanding of the World Pre-school 

Aspects of Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World 

Knowledge and Understanding of the world is made up of 
the following aspects: 
Exploration and Investigation – is about how children 
investigate objects and materials and their properties, 
learn about change and patterns, similarities and 
differences, and question how and why things work. 
Designing and Making – is about the ways in which 
children learn about the construction process and the tools 
and techniques that can be used to assemble materials 
creatively and safely.  
Time – is about how children find out about past and 
present events relevant to their own lives or those of their 
families. 
Place – is about how children become aware of and 
interested in the natural world, and find out about their 
local area, knowing what they like and dislike about it. 
Communities – is about how children begin to know 
about their own and other people’s cultures in order to 
understand and celebrate the similarities and differences 
between them in a diverse society. 

 

Early Learning Goals 
 

 Investigate objects and materials by using all of their senses as appropriate 

 Find out about and identify some features of living things, objects and events they 
 observe 
 Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change 

 Ask questions about why things happen and how things work 

 Build and construct with a wide range of objects, selecting appropriate resources and 
 adapting their work where necessary 
 Find out about past and present events in their own lives, and in those of their families 
 and other people they know 
 Observe, find out about and identify features in the place they live and the natural world 

 Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people 

 Find out about their environment and talk about those features they like and dislike 
 Find out about past and present events in their own lives, and in those of their families 
 and other people they know 
 Observe, find out about and identify features in the place they live and the natural world 

 Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people 
 



                 Physical Development Pre-school  

Early Learning Goals 
By the end of the Preschool, most children will be able to: 

 Move with control and co-ordination 

 Move with confidence, imagination and in safety 

 Show awareness of space, of themselves and of others 
 Recognise the importance of keeping healthy and those things which contribute to this 

 Recognise the changes that happen to their bodies when they are active 

 Use a range of small and large equipment 
 

Aspects of Physical 
Development 

Physical Development is made up of the following aspects: 
Movement and Space – is about how children learn to 
move with confidence, imagination and safety, with an 
awareness of space, themselves and others. 
Health and Bodily Awareness – is about how children 
learn the importance of keeping healthy and the factors that 
contribute to maintaining their health. 
Using Equipment and Materials – is about the ways in 
which children use a range of small and large equipment. 



                Creative Development Pre-school 

Aspects of Creative 
Development 

Creative Development is made up of the following aspects: 
Being Creative – Responding to Experiences, 
Expressing and Communicating Ideas – is about how 
children respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, 
smell, touch or feel and how, as a result of these 
encounters, they express and communicate their own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings. 
Exploring Media and Materials – is about children’s 
independent and guided exploration of and engagement with 
a widening range of media and materials, finding out about, 
thinking about and working with colour, texture, shape, 
space and form in two and three dimensions. 
Creating Music and Dance – is about children’s 
independent and guided explorations of sound, movement 
and music.  Focusing on how sounds can be made and 
changed and how sounds can be recognised and repeated 
from a pattern, it includes ways of exploring movement, 
matching movements to music and singing simple songs 
from memory. 
Developing Imagination and Imaginative Play – is about 
how children are supported to develop and build their 
imagination through stories, role-plays, imaginative play, 
dance, music, design, and art. 

Early Learning Goals 
By the end of the Preschool , most children will be able to: 

 Explore colour, texture, shape, form and space in two or three dimensions 

 Listen attentively to and explore how sounds can be made louder/quieter, faster/slower, 
longer/shorter, higher/lower and recognise patterns in music, movement and dance 

 Respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, small, touch and feel 

 Use their imagination in art and design, music, dance, imaginative and role play and 
stories 

 Express and communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings by using a widening range of 
materials, suitable tools, imaginative and role play, movement, designing and making, and 
a variety of songs and musical instruments 

 



Themes 
Pre-school 

All about Me (including Family and Home) 
 

Fall 
 

Color/Patterns and Shapes 
 

Christmas/Winter 
 

Animals 
 

If time I add in another Theme here. It is usually Transportation, Mini-beasts or Dinosaurs.  
 

I love Music 
 

Science and Spring 
 



Information 
Pre-school 

 
Teacher– Ms. Poulsen 

Teaching Assistant– Ms. Marieka and Ms. Veronique 
 

Contact: 0650214884 
Email: preschoolsksg_gsv@rocketmail.com 

L.poulsen@g-s-v.nl 
 

Drop off– 8:00am-8:25am 
Pick up– 12:30pm-1:00pm 

 
Please refer to the handout from Parents night for further information. 
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